
 

How to spot a scammer 

 
Going abroad is an exciting experience! Before you embark on your new adventure, you still need to find 
and secure your accommodation. Your mission is not a simple one, and there might be some unpleasant 
surprises along the way. You have probably heard about scammers, but recognizing them and knowing 
how to deal with them might still be unknown to you. To be able to recognize these housing scammers, 
we created this guide, so that you can be scammer alert when searching for a room, anywhere. 
 
Running into a scammer when you’re on your mission is the last thing we want you to do, and if you do, 
we want you to have the means to be able to recognize them and tell your friends to be careful. The 
fight against scammers is always ongoing, and we are working hard every day to make sure that 
scammers are not present on our platform. However, always be aware of the existence of scammers and 
always report to the site if someone appears not to be sincere or if the person seems like trouble. How 
to spot a sketchy person? Well, if any or many of the following are true about the person, beware! 
 

● You don’t get to know much about the landlord, he/she do not want you to be aware of their 
name, or the profile of the person seems to not make sense 

 
No matter who you are corresponding with online, they should be comfortable in sharing some basic 
information about themselves with you. You are entitled to know their name, place of residence and 
information on where they are originally from. The more information you can get, the better. Be critical 
if the name sounds made up or if there is conflicting information. You can also do a background check by 
googling the person, which is a hot tip when in doubt. 
 
 

● The person corresponds with you in a bad/negative way and makes you feel insecure 
 
Reading between the lines can be hard when you are in need of a room. However, the key to revealing 
the scammer might be in the conversation and in the lines delivered by the other person. A scammer 
might urge you to pay to a strange bank account, try to make you feel insecure by telling you that the 
room will be gone tomorrow, or be upright mean to you. Whatever the case, this person is not worthy 
of your precious time. 
 

● The person tries to get you off the platform 



 

 
 
The benefits of using a platform when searching for a place are that there is someone besides you that 
also wants the best for you, that there are processes built into the platform that makes it safer to use 
and exchange money on and that there are solutions if something goes wrong. The downturn is that this 
won’t be true outside the platform, and scammers know this. They will try to get you in private to be 
able to push you to pay. If you are heading there, turn around and run, now! 
 

● He or she wants you to pay additional costs than the ones stated on the platform 
 
Getting a room shouldn’t involve any additional costs for you than the cost of booking the room. If the 
person renting out is requiring you to pay extra for keeping the room for you, for picking you up at the 
airport or any other “additional service”, hold onto your wallet and take a step back. The ride would 
probably not show up at the airport anyway and you deserve only good service for your money. 
 
When surfing through the HousingAnywhere.com platform, you can relax, knowing that you are in a safe 
part of the accommodation jungle. The platform was made for you, sitting on the other side of the 
screen and your safety is our top priority. But what are the differences between finding a place through 
Facebook and using HousingAnywhere.com regarding security? When it comes to using the platform, 
consider yourself invited to our exclusive community, where we got your back. 
 
Our final words to you are: know your worth and be suspicious! It’s your money, and only sincere 
landlords deserve them. Some final tips before you can consider yourself a true scammer-fighter is: look 
up the landlord, get the information you need, only transfer the first months’ rent through the platform 
and, most importantly, stay on the platform so we can protect you. Now you can consider yourself 
scammer alert - good luck out there fighter! 
 
 
 
 


